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Where is the Money? Analysis of funding for Women's
Rights Programme within the humanitarian sector.

This document examines the landscape of funding for women'’s rights programmes within the
humanitarian sector. The finding show that the sector is the least funded.
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Despite these challenges facing women and girls, funding for women’s rights programming
remains inadequate. Evidence shows that women's rights issues are least funded with
women's rights organisations most unable to access the needed funding due to the outcome
and impact evaluation indicators associated with these programmes and projects, which are
difficult to benchmark and track with women-related interventions, amongst other reasons.
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Specific Funding to Women's Rights

The allocation of funds to projects and interventions shows that gender and women's rights programmes
are broadly classified as humanitarian responses. Delivering on specific gender and women's rights
programme is, therefore, entirely up to the local CSOs and NGOs.

Funding for food security and nutrition received 45% of the overall funding; health, education, and others
receive 41%; and programmes targeted at addressing issues that affect women, such as SGBV and emer-
gency shelter, account for 14%. Thus, while funding for gender and humanitarian affairs accounts for 86% of
the funding, women'’s rights account for only 14%.

While there is an attempt to prioritise interventions benefiting women with these funding, many activities
cover broader issues beyond women's rights.

Field data from Adamawa, Bauchi, Kwara, Imo, Kebbi, Oyo, Borno, Edo, Enugu, and Lagos showed that
women-led organisations account for 29% of the organisations. Yet, these women-led organisations are able
to champion programmes and interventions in SGBV that accounts for 40% of the programme implement-
ed.
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Why Invest in Women's Rights

Women-led organisations can yield tangible results since they know where it bites the most.

A longer intervention period for women's rights organisations is crucial to achieving tangible results that
can change the current situation of gender inequality.

Activities of the women's rights organisations address the critical — strategic and practical — needs of
women and girls in the most appropriate way.

Global issues with local impacts such as war and effect of climate change issues, can roll back gains in
certain aspects of the economy, making it necessary to focus funding on social issues that concerns
women and girls' rights.

Without adequate resourcing of social issues that concerns women and girls, achieving the sustainable
development goals and other human rights framework will be a mirage.
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