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Torchbearers R e m a r k s

“The triad of Advocacy, Policy Influencing and Social Mobilisation strategies created the podium for 
achieving programme sustainability and local ownership”. 
MaryAnn Obidike, Organisational Development Director 

“Reflecting on the work so far, it's amazing to see how ActionAid component of the SMILE project 
transformed the Vulnerable Children processes in the states, with staff showing improved competency! 
This is really satisfying compared to the status quo in 2013”.
Godwin Agia, State Coordinator Benue state

“Coordination in Kogi State has been consistent, with SMILE Project oiling in the wheels of positive 
change for orphans and vulnerable children”.
Kehinde Arowosegbe, State Coordinator, Kogi state

“It's fulfilling to know that children are being protected because of the work I do”. 
Vivian Efem, Bassey, State Coordinator, Nasarawa State

“Strengthening Vulnerable Children systems in the Area Council Secretariat (Welfare Units) has been 
key to ensuring implementation of the Child Rights Act, as they aree closer to communities”.
Hellen Netugu William, FCT Coordinator. 

“A key discovery is that schools play an important role when it comes to protecting children against 
violence.” Charles Durojaiye, State Coordinator, Edo state   

“Enabling child birth and other vital registration is a rights issue”.
Ubong Tommy, Project Officer, Benue state 

“The system strengthening processes have significantly improved the knowledge of National 
Vulnerable Children Service Standard”. Sesugh Yaji, FCT Project Officer



#BeyondSMILE
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meted on children.

millions.
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DIGITISING
CHILD RIGHTS
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REVIVING A
MORIBUND LAW

SMILE compendium of Impact    10 



KNOWLEDGE 
SAVES LIVES
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PASSION 
FOR CHANGE
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“In Kogi State, 
the Child Rights Law is active. 
Justice will be served, 
no matter who is involved,”

JUSTICE! 
NOT 
JUSTIFICATION.
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WE ARE COMMITED 
TO THE CHILD 
RIGHT LAW
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REBUILDING 
FALLING STRUCTURES

Thanks to ActionAid, The 
collaboration and working 
synergy between the state, 
local government and all 

recognised child protection 
institutions in Benue state 
is stronger than ever. The 
groups speak in one voice 
and acts in one direction 
until the rights of every 

child in upheld in the state.



NO LONGER 
BUSINESS 
AS USUAL
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STRONGER 
TOGETHER
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Federal Capital Territory (FCT)

Midline in %
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