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[bookmark: _Hlk150513383]Consultant: Research and Documentation of Indigenous Seeds, Seedlings and Livestock for Agro Biodiversity Preservation and Promotion

ActionAid (AA) Nigeria is an affiliate of ActionAid International, which is a global alliance of organizations working towards achieving a world without poverty and injustice in which every person enjoys the right to a life with dignity. As large and visible development organization, we work in 45 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, and America. Our expertise lies in community-led approaches to development and working through partnerships with the poor and other grass root organizations. 

Background 
Strategic Partnerships for Agroecology and Climate Justice in West Africa (SPAC-West Africa) is a 3-year Project across Liberia, Nigeria, & Senegal, with regional engagement of stakeholders in collaboration with the ECOWAS Commission.
In Nigeria, the project will improve food and nutrition security and enhance agroecological skills of 120,000 smallholder women farmers (SHWFs) and young people by facilitating access to early maturing seeds, seedlings, livestock, and poultry, thus supporting agroecological practices, indigenous seeds, and agrobiodiversity preservation for increased farm yields. Through agroecology budget monitoring, tracking and advocacy towards the expansion of the fiscal spaces, rightsholders will significantly benefit from budget increases and allocations in agriculture. 26 model agroecological farms will also be set up and scaled by SHWFs to increase adoption of agroecological practices. The project is being implemented in Ondo, Delta, Ebonyi, Jigawa, the FCT and at the national level.

Overall Objective: To research and document Indigenous Seeds, Seedlings and Livestock for Agro Biodiversity Preservation and Promotion.

Specific Objectives:
1. Conduct an extensive literature review on indigenous seeds, seedlings, and livestock for agro biodiversity preservation and promotion
2. [bookmark: _Hlk150526714]Map, identify, and document indigenous seeds, seedlings, and livestock varieties in Nigeria.
3. Provide recommendations on the most efficient and effective ways for agro biodiversity preservation and promotion of indigenous seeds, seedlings, and livestock.

The output and deliverable is Nigeria’s Report on Indigenous Seeds, Seedlings and Livestock for Agro Biodiversity Preservation and Promotion.

Methodology
The process will include desk reviews, structured interviews/key informant interviews and focus group discussions with field visits by the consultant where necessary. This research and documentation would entail a deep consultative process with relevant stakeholders, including smallholder farmers, local seeds systems actors, and other relevant actors in the agriculture value chain including government agencies, State Agriculture Development Programmes and Extension Agents, etc. in relation to indigenous seeds, seedlings, and livestock varieties in Nigeria.

Contract Period
The contract is for a period of twenty (20) days

Required profile for consultant:
The consultant (She/he) to be recruited should have the following experiences
· Advanced degree (Masters/PhD or Professor preferred) in agriculture, biodiversity conservation, or a related field preferably in Agronomy or Agricultural Economics and Extension or Agricultural Science.
· Have at least a minimum of 7 years-experience in carrying out such an assignment and capacity (a report of such work done in the last 2 years is a required evidence).
· Demonstrated experience in research and documentation of indigenous seeds, seedlings, and livestock for agro biodiversity conservation and promotion.
· Knowledge of agro biodiversity conservation and promotion practices in West Africa, including indigenous knowledge systems.
· Experience working with smallholder farmers especially women, local seed systems actors, and other relevant actors in the agriculture value chain in Nigeria.
· Strong analytical, research, writing, presentation, and facilitation skills.
· Excellent communication skills in English.
· Evidence of having undertaken such assignments or related work.

Payment
The Consultant shall be paid daily consultancy fee of N100,000. Fifty percent of the total sum shall be paid in advance at the beginning of the consultancy period. The balance of 50% will be paid when the final reports have been submitted and signed off by the Director Programmes.

ActionAid will deduct 5% withholding tax from the total sum in accordance with the Nigeria tax law for onward remittance to the Federal Inland Revenue Service.

Administrative Support 
Where travel is required, ActionAid will cover cost for per diem, transport, and accommodation according to ActionAid rates during this work.

Reporting Lines
The Food and Agriculture Advisor, SPAC-West Africa, Nigeria will provide technical oversight to the Consultant during the work. The consultant shall be responsible for pulling together the report and documents for submission to the Food and Agriculture Programme Advisor at ActionAid Nigeria who will confirm report satisfactory before balance payments are made.

Ownership of Output
Outputs of the work done as stipulated in the call expression of interest belongs to ActionAid Nigeria

Submission of expression of interest
Please send us your expression of interest (detailing how you intend to accomplish this assignment) and profile to: procurement.nigeria@actionaid.org on or before 26th November 2023. Applications should be sent in one Microsoft word document or may be disqualified. Only the selected applicant would be contacted.
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