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50 million Nigerians do not have 
access to toilets and are obliged 
to defecate in the open
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At the heart of the tax justice project, are three key issues we are 

addressing:

THE INTERNATIONAL TAX SYSTEM
 The international tax system is biased towards the concerns of rich 
countries and is set up in such a way that multinationals can slash their tax 
bills by running rings around tax rules. These problems are structural in 
nature and addressing them requires cooperation between governments. 
Current initiatives to reform international corporate tax rules (BEPS) are 
fundamentally flawed in design. A fair global corporate tax system is only 
possible if all countries are involved in designing it on an equal footing. Yet 
more than four-fifths of the world's countries do not have an equal say in the 
BEPS negotiations, while big business has a disproportionate influence on 
the process.

CORPORATE SECRECY
Corporate secrecy facilitates tax avoidance, as it allows multinational 
companies to shift profits between subsidiaries – frequently through tax 
havens – without scrutiny. Requiring multinational companies to publicly 
report key economic data such as sales, turnover, employment and profit on 
a country by country basis would give developing country's tax authorities 
and civil society groups a powerful tool to identify where profit shifting and tax 
avoidance may be occurring.

TAX TREATIES
A key issue in the taxation of multinational companies is the extent to which 
countries in the global south have the right to tax financial flows leaving their 
countries. Bilateral tax treaties govern what taxing rights developing 
countries have, and frequently reduce the rights of poorer countries to tax 
these flows. Reform of these unfair tax treaties would tackle profit shifting out 
of poorer countries, and allow them to increase tax revenue from 
multinational companies.





ACTION AID

ActionAid Nigeria (AAN) is a non-partisan non-religious development 
organization. ActionAid Nigeria seeks to facilitate processes that eradicate 
poverty and ensure social justice through anti-poverty projects, local 
institutional capacity building and public policy influencing. The 
organization is primarily concerned with the promotion and defence of 
economic, social, cultural, civil and political human rights and supports 
projects and programmes that promote the interests of poor and 
marginalized people.

TAX JUSTICE TOGETHER PROJECT

Tax justice together is a collaboration of 24 organizations across 16 EU 
countries and in Peru, Zambia and Nigeria (in the Global South). Our goal 
is to mobilize European citizens to put tax justice at the heart of the 
European agenda during the European Year for Development 2015 and
beyond. This project is about increasing critical understanding and active 
engagement in pan-European efforts towards progressive and fair reform 
of global tax policies. The project has identified key structural problems in 
the current tax system and aim to effect policy change on a global, 
international and national level. Find out more at 
https://europa.eu/eyd2015/en/tax-justicetogether
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